CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2014
In May 2013 we were pleased to welcome farmer Allan Coffin as the second Councillor for Holnest, following upon the retirement of long-serving Councillor Hugh Taylor.  Also, after eighteen years of service to Cam Vale as Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Anne Tait retired on 31st January 2014 and we were very fortunate indeed to find an immediate and experienced replacement in Mrs Carinna Vickers of Yetminster.

Last summer Councillors became concerned that the imperative to spend the balance of the Whistle Water s106 money before the September deadline could easily result in the purchase of children’s play equipment which ultimately proved to be unsuitable for installation in a playground, once a site had been found.  Following the Council’s appeal for a relaxation of this requirement, WDDC agreed to our proposal that the money remaining after the purchase of an induction loop for the Village Hall could instead be lodged, to the order of the Parish Council, in the bank account of the Longburton Recreational Trust, until such time as the playground becomes a reality.  Meanwhile, Phil Tester has kindly volunteered to acquire and install the loop and the necessary audio equipment, and this will be housed in a secure cupboard which has already been constructed in the main room.
In April 2013 the Parish Council was successful in its application under the Localism Act 2011 to have Lonburton Parish declared a Neighbourhood Development Area.  This was a necessary first step in the long process of obtaining a Neighbourhood Development Order, to enable the people of the parish to plan and develop the former DCC road maintenance depot site in the village.  Additionally, an application to Planning Aid for £5,000 of seed corn funding for the expenses of the Depot Redevelopment Working Grouped was also granted.

Coupled with the news of this welcome financial assistance came the even better news of an extraordinary decision by DCC’s Cabinet to split equally with the Parish Council and for the benefit of the community, the difference in value between the depot site in its current derelict state and the price eventually paid by a developer for the site with the benefit of an NDO.  This anticipated six-figure sum will need very careful husbandry, in consultation with Longburton villagers.

The nine members of t he Working Group continues to strive towards a successful NDO application, which is scheduled to be presented at the end of this year or early in 2015.  To date there has been continuing consultation with villagers as to what the majority want to see built on the site, using advertising, interactive public meetings and questionnaires to gauge aspirations.  Following the tide of public opinion, the plan now being formulated includes a children’s playground, a community recreation area and mixed (including affordable) housing.  An original proposal that the site should include a village shop has been dropped, because research showed a lack of volunteer support essential to make such a c community project viable.

Following receipt of constant complaints about the excessive speed of many vehicles passing through the village on the A352, a Community Speed Watch scheme has been initiated by the Parish Council by involving (currently) seven Dorset Police-trained village volunteers, using special equipment on short-term loan from the Police. Offenders are sent a warning letter by the Police.  Already this activity has resulted in a noticeable general reduction of speeding, and the volunteers are keen to raise the £300 necessary to buy Longburton’s own set of equipment.  More volunteers coming forward would mean an increase in the number of times a basic team of three observers could be mustered, to put in an hour’s appearance at varying times and on varying days, thereby encouraging long-term safe driving through the village.

The Speed Indicator Device (SID) that we share with two other villages continues to make its rotational appearance at either end of the village and this too has an effect onto hose drivers whose speeding is unintentional.  I extend the Parish Council’s thanks to John Collins and his team of volunteers who continue to ensure the collection and installation of the SID each time our turn comes around.

The Parish Council is in the final stages of drawing up a Snow Plan which, when agreed, will give access to funding from Dorset County Council at the rate of £200 per annum for each of the parishes of Longburton, Leweston and Holnest, in the event of snowfall of more than 2 cms.  Lillington will have its own arrangement with a local farmer, supervised by our Lillington Councillor.  The cash is to be used to buy salt and grit to be spread by nominated volunteers on important minor roads which are not normally gritted by Highways Department lorries, and to replenish the Cam Vale salt bins.

As is now well-known, the quite exceptional weather over the Christmas period resulted in the flooding of the home of two Longburton residents.  Since then the Parish Council has been in continuing consultation with flood risk management and drainage experts from Dorset County Council, with a view to understanding the causes of the flooding and how such an event can be avoided in the future, bearing in mind current predictions of the increasing effects of global warming.  The results of this consultation will be published in due course.

In conclusion, I must express my grateful thanks to all Councillors for their wiling help and support of my chairmanship, and also to our invaluable Honorary Auditor, David Fitzmaurice, for his help in ensuring that our accounts meet exacting government requirements.  As my eight years as Councillor and seven years as Chairman draw to a close, I am confident that my successor will also enjoy the support of this loyal and motivated team of members.

Gerry Squires


 




29th May 2014
