CAM VALE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL


PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held in Longburton Village Hall on:-
Tuesday 20th Febuary 2014 at 7.30pm
MINUTES

Present:  Cllr Squires (Chairman)  Cllr Williams (Vice – Chairman -Conducting the Meeting), Cllr Jesty, Cllr Paterson, Cllr Gilchrist, Cllr Coffin, DCllr Loder, the Clerk and 10 members of the public.

1.  
Apologies for absence – DCllr Loder (arriving late), Cllr Regan
2.  
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest
2.1
Cllr Squires declared an interest at point 4, Finance regarding invoice repayment.

2.2
Cllr Paterson declared an interest at point 6, Flooding onto the A352 in Longburton. (raised prior to discussion).

3. 
To approve the Minutes of the Cam Vale Parish Council meeting held on 12th December 2013
3.1
It was resolved “that the Minutes of 12th December 2013 AND THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY pARISH COUNCIL ON 3RD AND 31ST JANUARY 2014 were approved.”  Proposed: Cllr Jesty, Seconded: Cllr Gilchrist Voted For: Unanimous.

4. 
Financial Matters
4.1
It was resolved “THAT CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL DEMAND A PRECEPT OF £9090”.  This had been agreed via email following the last Parish Council meeting.  The application had to be in by the end of January.  The agreement was to raise the precept from last year by £400.  This increase was to cover the money allocated to the Village Hall   Proposed: Cllr Gilchrist, Seconded: Cllr Squires.  Voted For: Unanimous.

4.1
Remittance advice received for the S106 money of £2500.  It was resolved “THAT EXPENSES FOR FITTING CUPBOARD FOR SOUND EQUIPMENT OF £163.78 BE PAID TO CLLR SQUIRES”.  Proposed: Cllr Jesty, Seconded: Cllr Gilchrist.  Voted: Unanimously.

4.2
It was requested that the Clerk should review the outturn for the financial year and provide a rolling balance of the different accounts.  With this in place analysis of spend and income will be more accurate.

4.3
Signatories of the NatWest account signed letters for address change for the Bank.

4.4
The Mighty Pods viability was discussed, were there sufficient children attending to justify the expense?  The Clerk to investigate numbers, frequency of visits and terms of contract. Councillors to review the pod and activities when next in Longburton.  Both to report back at the next Council Meeting.

4.5
VAT remittance of £507.56 received.

4.6
It was resolved “THAT EXPENSES OF £10.46 FOR ANNE TAIT BE APPROVED”.     Proposed: Cllr Jesty, Seconded: Cllr . Gilchrist Voted Unanimously.  

5. 
Planning Applications:  

Application 1/D/13/001734 & 5 – Penny Farthing, Lower Street, Lillington DT9 6QD

Parish Council Comments: Voted unanimously to approve application for the planned works, which will help to conserve this historically important building and bring changes to its external appearance more in keeping with its age.

Amendment received and reviewed by Council, no significant changes noted.

Application: 1/D/13/001690 – 27 Longburton, Longburton, DT9 5PG. – refurbishment and extension of existing annex.

Parish Council Comments:   These seem to be minor alterations to an existing detached building.  Approval given by Parish Council.

Application: 1/D/13/001653 – Glenwood Cottage, Longburton, DT9 5PA – erect new dwelling and garage block.

Parish Council Comments:   APPROVE - Councillors noted that in the absence of a Defined Development Boundary for the village, the construction of an open market house is not permitted under the Local Plan, but nevertheless proceeded as though that was not a consideration.  Councillors noted that the proposed on-site parking arrangements for the five vehicles currently associated with Glenwood Cottage would ensure that their objection to the previous application on the grounds of the present unsatisfactory on-street parking would be properly dealt with.

PLANNING APPROVAL RECEIVED
Application: 1/D/13/001683 – The Retreat, Longburton, DT9 5PD – garage/outbuilding.

Parish Council Comments: This site was visited by me together with Cllr Gilchrist Paterson and Jesty, all of whom signified approval.  

PLANNING APPROVAL RECEIVED
Application: 1/D13/001580 – Land adjacent Church Close, A352 Street Lane to A3030, Longburton – retain storage containers as feed/storage room.

Parish Council Comments:  Councillors have viewed the container which is the sole subject of this application and have no objection to it remaining in situ.  However they are concerned that the container’s setting may amount to a change of use from agricultural to recreational.

The container is situated within a cordoned off area of approximately 800 sq metres annexing a corner of a grazing field.  The area has been spread with type one chippings to create a hard standing and a small section has been laid to concrete.  Also within this area are three wooden stable buildings, none of which are shown on either of the two plans accompanying the application.  Councillors noted a large motorised horse box parked next to the boundary with the neighbouring house (Oncidium) and elsewhere on the site a parked tractor and a trailer.  None of these vehicles is shown in section 11 of the application form, which is marked “n/a”.

It is local knowledge that the applicant owns some seven or eight horses which are kept in adjacent fields.  The cordoned off area is apparently used for grooming and shoeing the horses and these types of activities are believed to occur on a daily basis, so what has been created there is to all intents and purposes an equestrian yard.  Walkers using a footpath which crosses the field have reported increased vehicular activity on the site at weekends – particularly during the summer this year – involving the horse box, the tractor and a quad bike, as well as visiting cars.

Whilst these are perfectly normal rural pursuits, Councillors are concerned that they are occurring in such close proximity to a residential property and that agricultural land has been encroached upon for the purpose.

Cllr Squires requested the Clerk to chase WDDC with regards to whether an application for change of use is to be made following the withdrawal in December 2013 of Application: 1/D13/001580.

6.
Flooding onto the A352 in Longburton. 

6.1
There was much discussion from the floor upon the causes of flooding on the A352.  Concern was voiced by Stewart Matthews that ground work at Well Cottage and the introduction of a 4 inch drainage pipe in the garden of Spring House may have contributed to the flow of water that invaded one resident’s home.  Cllr Williams explained that the Parish Council could only act as a link between residents and the experts so that flooding could be avoided in the future.  The comment that the Parish Council had received from the Well Cottage building inspector, confirmed by DCC’s Flood Risk Management expert was that “...the extension and associated work are unlikely to have generated an excess of surface water in the volumes mentioned”.  In regard to work done in the garden of Spring House, the expert has reported: “…it is not clear that a worsening has resulted and it might be that these works have actually improved the storage arrangements, and offer some betterment”. Therefore the expert conclusion from this was that the flooding was due to the exceptional weather, combined with the inability of the existing drainage systems in Spring Lane and the A352 to cope with the unusually high volume of water flow. Questions from the public regarding planning permission for work done in Spring Lane were made.  Cllr Williams recommended that these questions be directed straight to the Planning Department, rather than through the Parish Council.  There were also questions from Grahame Thornton as to whether the presence of Cllr. Mrs Paterson during the discussion was appropriate. It was pointed out that Cllr Paterson had already properly declared a personal interest prior to speaking, viz. that she was co-owner of Spring House, and Cllr Williams ruled that the propriety of her presence was in any case irrelevant because there was no motion to be voted upon and her comments could only add information to the general discussion. 

In conclusion, Cllr. Squires undertook on behalf of the Parish Council to use its best efforts to ensure that the current discussion between DCC’s flood and highways experts resulted in a permanent solution to the drainage problem in the village.

7.
Parking at the Whistle Water Development.
7.1
Nothing to report on this item.

7.2
It was noted that parking on the pavement outside Glenwood House continued to be an issue.  It was agreed to observe the situation and if it continue to contact the Police once more.

8.
Whistle Water Section 106 payment.

8.1
Remittance advice received for the £2500 S106 money.  Cllr Squires reported that the S106 money will initially finance the purchase and installation of a Hearing Loop System in the Village Hall.  Any money left over will be paid provisionally into the account of the Longburton Recreational Trust, to be held to the order of the Parish Council. It will be ring fenced for play equipment, or for such other purpose as might be decided by vote at an Annual Longburton Parish Meeting and approved by WDDC.  Conditions attached to this money will be monitored by Cllr Regan.

9.
Longburton Depot Working Group.

9.1
Cllr Gilchrist reported on the results of the Housing Needs Survey and November Survey. The Working Group have now decided that only two of the options considered in the Nov  2013 survey should be taken forward into the Neighbourhood Development Order (NDO), these are the Children’s Play Area and the Recreation Area.  Although there was a high level of support (53%) for a SHOP it has not been taken forward because of the general lack of commitment and support necessary to make a community shop a viable proposition.  The Working Group are focused on producing the NDO.  Once available this will be presented to the community in a formal 'Public Consultation' phase.  Following this the NDO will be presented to WDDC for approval.

9.2
Cllr Squires reminded Council that the Depot site development may generate considerable finance for the Parish Council.  Plans for how this money should be spent needed to be made.  One suggestion was the purchase of a property for rental which would then generate an income for the Parish Council to be used for the benefit of the community.

10.
Village Hall Induction Loop.
10.1
See point 8.  Instruction for installation of the Induction Loop can now be done as the S106 money has been received.  Phil Tester has agreed to purchase the equipment and install.

11. 
To agree dates for Annual Parish Meetings.
11.1
Potential dates discussed, confirmation to be made by email.

12.
Report from Councillors that have attended meetings.
12.1
Cllr Williams reported on the Snow Plan.  This has been submitted, however part of the plan is dependent on Leigh clearing snow and they have not yet submitted a decision on their contractor.  Cllr Jesty has kindly agreed to be the snow clearing contractor for Longburton, Holnest and Leweston.  Arrangements have been made for the District Council to fit a blade to the tractor at no charge.

13.
Correspondence and Administrative Issues.

13.1
Computer issues with the Cam Vale equipment noted.

13.2
Website email address clerk@camvaleparishcouncil.co.uk still active.  The Clerk to determine if this is needed or not.  

13.3
Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Mineral Sites Plan – Cam Vale has already responded.
13.4
Electoral review of West Dorset.  Email from Chris Loder outlining revision of division of wards.  The current proposal is for Holwell to go into Queen Thorne and for the rest of the Cam Vale ward to be merged with Yetminster and Bradford Abbas for a 2-councillor ward.  There appears to be some discussion about which and what Parish Councils have responded with regards to this issue.  The Clerk to review Cam Vale’s response and inform Cllr Loder.

13.5
Community Speed Watch has now begun in Longburton.  A camera and all the appropriate equipment has been issued by the Police on loan at present.  The cost of purchase will be in the region of £300.  Possibility of Council to contribute to be reviewed later, following evidence that the Speed Watch team had themselves raised at least a third of the purchase price.

13.6
Cllr Squires has reviewed the paperwork in the two Parish Council Filing Cabinets.  After taking advice from DAPTC, much of the paperwork can be disposed of.  All Councillors agreed that one Cabinet could be disposed of.

14.
The Parish Plan 

14.1
Cllr Paterson identified that many of the Actions within the Parish Plan are tied up with the Depot development. – Actions 1,2,4,5,6,14,16 and 24.  At Action 14 the plan discusses support for the library and the Mighty Pod.  The mobile library is well used however the potential viability of the Mighty Pod needs to be reviewed.  Initially there had been considerable fund raising to support the Pod, however recently this has ceased and therefore proportionally this is a very expensive commodity for the Parish Council.

14.2
Cllr Squires reported that Action 10 of the Parish Plan, regarding poor mobile phone reception was ongoing.  Letters had been written but no response received, contractors have also changed.

15.
Democratic Half-hour and Matters of Interest

15.1
Cllr Squires highlighted that as agreed previously this section should be at point 3 of the Agenda.

15.2
Cllr Williams meet Robert Gould, Leader of the Council and discussed the Lower Farm, Lillington planning application.  DCllr Loder indicated that the procedural aspect, where the Ward Member has minimal input, is under review.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING TO BE CONFIRMED.

Carinna Vickers

Clerk to the Council

Cam Vale Parish Council

