

[bookmark: _Hlk119907185]CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th January 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton

Present: 
Cllrs N Williams (Chairman), S Coombs (SC), J Duguid (JD), R Foreman (RF), S Kell (SK), P Jesty (PJ), B Lane (BL), three members of the public, David Green, the Clerk. 

Apologies for absence

Cllrs MacDonald, Kendall, Unitary Councillor Penfold

2.       Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensation

None

3.      Minutes approval 

The minutes of the meeting 17th November 2023 were approved. Proposed SC, 2nd JD

4.       Matters arising from the minutes not covered by agenda items below

Telephone Box

The Chairman advised that following extensive dialogue with the insurance company and X Connect, the suppliers of the replacement box, a settlement figure of £ 6,782 has been agreed. Delivery of the newly refurbished box will take between 10 and 12 weeks; SC will co-ordinate the installation.  
         
5.     Public session 

Graham Sargent, Trustee and current tenant of Berkley’s Field, advised that he is surrendering the tenancy this year and is discussing the transfer of this to Martin Preston. The issue at stake is whether or not management of the Field will be viable in terms of available subsidies being sufficient to cover the minimal running costs, which include insurance and hedge-trimming charges. It was noted that the land is jointly owned by Holnest Parish and Glanvilles Wootton PC; Graham Sargent asked the Clerk to confirm whether the Field has public liability insurance under Cam Vale PC’s policy. The Clerk will advise. 

6.     New Community Hall update

The Chairman summarised the meeting of the Steering committee held on 17th January 2024:

· The Chairmanship of the CVCH committee has been handed over to Chris Crooks
· The Hall is on track to break even and make even make a small surplus in its first year of operation, income being around £ 6k
· The final transfer of the old Village Hall under the agreement with the contractor Crestmoor is subject to completion of the ‘snagging list’ and sign off by Building Control
· The Chairman noted the significant contribution of Tom Gilchrist and Tony Kimber in bringing the build project to its conclusion 

7. New Noticeboard

The Chairman confirmed that a new noticeboard at a cost of £ 390 plus estimated fitting costs of approximately £ 100 had been sourced. The new board will be located at the entrance to Wildewood Rise, be set back one metre from the pavement and would take 9 A4 pages. It will be lockable but public access will be granted to post suitable notices. It was AGREED to this proposal. Proposed SK, 2nd RF. 

8. Elections 2024 

The Clerk advised that completed nomination forms should be brought to the next PC meeting on 21st March and he would deliver these to Dorset Council by appointment in the following week. The updated electoral roll will be made available to the Clerk from early February to assist with elector registration numbers for proposers & seconders. BL agreed to send a performa guide to Councillors

9. Finances

I. Financial Report – The Clerk reported that the PC has a bank balance of circa £23k, in addition there is around £ 15k reserved for the finalisation of CVCH contractor settlement and legal fees. Any surplus remaining after the project has been concluded will be transferred to the Community Hall. 

II. Retrospective Payments approval:
		
	Date 
	Supplier
	Reason 
	 Amount   

	15/11/2023
	Stephen Kell
	Wreath reimbursement
	 £          20.99 

	17/11/2023
	David Green
	Expenses
	 £          11.25 

	17/11/2023
	White Hart Magazine
	Donation
	 £          50.00 

	27/11/2023
	Cam Vale Community Hall
	Hall Hire
	 £          24.00 

	28/11/2023
	David Green
	Nov 2023 pay + arrears
	 £        420.00 

	28/12/2023
	David Green
	Dec 2023 pay
	 £        280.00 

	04/01/2024
	Tony Kimber
	Tiles reimburse CVCH 
	 £        115.26 

	12/01/2024
	HMRC - PAYE
	Q3 PAYE
	 £        232.20 

	12/01/2024
	X2 Connect Ltd 
	Phone Box deposit
	 £        250.00 



III. New payments approval - Clerks expenses £ 11.25 
IV. Grant applications - none
V. Precept agreement 2024-2025
It was AGREED to request a reduced precept of £ 7,815.78 – a reduction of 17.6%. This will mean a lowering of Council Tax Band D from £ 25.03 to £ 20.78, a reduction of £4.31. 

All items (I-V above): Proposed SK, 2nd JD

10. Planning matters

10.1 Applications update 

An updated register of applications had been circulated to the Council. 

10.2 New applications to consider:

None 

10.3 Planning issues

Planning application WD/D/18/002213 – Tall Trees Barn

Assurance will be sought from Dorset Council that all development at this site is in accordance with published planning applications. 
11. Highways issues including SID update

BL has been in dialogue with Dorset Council concerning the possible construction of a standing platform for the bus stop in Holnest. BL will follow up this enquiry and a quote for the work will be obtained, to be considered at the next PC meeting. 

The Chairman has met the new Community Highways Officer who has agreed to repair the western access road leading to Lower Farm and some drain clearance to reduce flood risk. 
 
12. Correspondence 

      Correspondence received as noted below had been circulated to Councillors: 

	Date
	From 
	Subject/Topic

	20/11/2023
	Dorset Council
	RE: FW: Bus stop - The Lodge - B3146

	29/11/2023
	Dorset Highways
	 URGENT TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE, BRADFORD LANE, LONGBURTON

	01/12/2023
	Dorset Highways
	URGENT CLOSURE OF LEWESTON ROAD, LONGBURTON 

	04/12/2023
	Climate and Eco
	Notes from Nov C&EE meeting

	06/12/2023
	Dorset Highways
	URGENT TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF BRADFORD LANE, LONGBURTON

	07/12/2023
	DAPTC
	Working Together Webinars - Dorset Council's Recycling Team

	22/12/2023
	DAPTC
	Election Toolkit & Training Packages for May/Nov 2024

	27/12/2023
	Chris Loder, MP
	Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise Energy Efficiency Scheme 

	02/01/2024
	PCSO Mark Jones
	Sherborne Rural Crime Report December 2023



The Energy Efficiency Scheme offer has been referred to the CVCH, who have now made an application for funding. 

13.  Chairman’s retirement and handover arrangements

      	Cllr Williams confirmed that he is stepping down as Chairman after 10 years.  

	Cllr Kell on behalf of the Parish Council and all parishioners thanked Cllr Williams for all his tremendous efforts in steering the Council and overcoming hurdles presented in completing the CVCH project, which has taken 5 years from start to finish. Cllr Williams thanked the Council for supporting Tom Gilchrist, Tony Kimber and himself of the Steering Group in making the project a reality. 

	It was agreed to appoint Cllr Kell to act as Chairman until the election with Cllr Duguid acting as Vice-Chairman. 

14.  Matters for the next meeting:
· Community Hall update
· Elections 2024 – collection of nomination forms

15.   Date of Next meeting. Thursday 21st March 2024 at the New Community Hall, Longburton. 

       There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.00 p.m.
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