
 LILLINGTON and LEWESTON PARISH
Minutes of the Annual Lillington and Leweston Parish Meeting
held on 10th April 2014 at 6.30 p.m. 
in The Vestry of St. Martins, Lillington

Present: 	Councillor Gerry Squires (Cam Vale Parish Council Chairman),
Councillor Nigel Williams (Chair for the Parish Meeting & Cllr for Lillington)
Lieutenant Sally Lawrence-Archer, 
Mr Will Jones, 
Mrs Rosalie Silverton, 
Mr David Wright, 
Mrs Mandy Wright, 
Brigadier Clive Robertson, 
Mrs Lisa Lewis, 
Mrs Jane Crutcher. 
Mrs Carinna Vickers (Clerk)

The Chairman welcome everyone to the meeting and thanked them all for taking the time to attend. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Mrs F Robertson, Mrs K Williams, Mrs C Ryan, Mr A Lewis, Mr L Evans.

2.	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15TH APRIL 2013.
2.1	It was resolved that the minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting for Leweston & Lillingtons held on 15th April 2013 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed: Mr D Wright, 2nd: Mrs J Crutcher.  Voted For: Unanimous.

3.	MATTERS ARISING
3.1	Tithe Barn rainwater drains. - Cllr N Williams reported that water continues to flow down from Gordon’s Lane during heavy rain and mud collects in the holes.  The area in front of Mr Hibbit’s house has three such holes and he has requested that they are filled.  Surface dressing is about to take place, so Cllr Williams agreed to write to highways requesting the repair of the pot holes.
3.2	The 60 degree bend above Evans Brothers’ Yard. – At the last meeting there had been a suggestion that DCC might consider placing a tarmac covering over the existing scalpings when they resurfaced the top road, consolidating the excellent work by the Evans brothers. However, despite repeated requests, this has not happened (funding).  It has been said that the crumbling edge of the highway is dangerously forcing drivers out into the centre of the highway.  Cllr N Williams agreed to discuss with Highways a plan to address the situation when the imminent surface dressing takes place. 
3.3	Snow Plough / Snow Plan. –The Snow Plan for Cam Vale Parish Council Group has been written and submitted by Councillor Williams. Before full implementation the farmer who has agreed to clear the snow needs to have the snow plough attached to his tractor.  It was explained that Lillington opted out of this scheme because of the limited funding available and joined in partnership with Mr Tizzard such that his contractor will look after Lillington and thereby receive the appropriate (greater) funding for maintaining the roads to be kept open in the event of snow. 
3.4	Planning Applications. – Cllr N Williams outlined the planning applications that had been submitted over the past year for Lillington and Leweston.  Most of the applications had not been controversial apart from one at Lower Farm.  This was outline planning permission for an agricultural dwelling which had been approved, despite representations made by individuals in the village, supported by the Parish Council. Cllr N Williams agreed to inform the village when full planning permission was applied for and to represent local views to ensure the development was appropriate.
3.5	Passing bay – A Passing Bay in Upper Gordons Lane had been proposed by Mrs R Silverston at the last Annual Parish Meeting. However, on closer inspection there was no appropriate place to put the bay and therefore, with her approval, it was agreed to go no further with the idea.
3.6	Damaged road sign –Following damage to the directional road sign at the top of Gordon’s Lane by a milk lorry avoiding a villager’s car, repairs (which are undertaken by DCC volunteers, surprisingly), have been slow. They included attempts to place the finger post in a vertical position and the erection of a new one on the opposite side of the road which still has no signs attached. Cllr N Williams said that he had recently spoken with the appropriate individual in DCC who agreed that the old one would be fixed securely or the new one completed, but the priority was low. With general agreement Cllr N Williams will also ask for the two hump road signs to be removed as it was felt that this was unnecessary street furniture in the village.
3.7	Superfast Broadband –Guidelines indicate that this will be reaching Lillington by summer of 2016.  Lillington residents had been very supportive in completing the online survey for superfast broadband on the www.dorsetforyou.com/superfast .  Satellite broadband was discussed but would be in excess of £700 per year per household.  
3.8	Annual Party - The possibility of an annual village party was discussed.  The Parochial Parish Council have agreed that it could be held within St Martin’s and its grounds.  In general everyone was enthusiastic about the concept which Adam Lewis said, via Lisa, that he would take forward next year when their building works were complete and he had more time.
3.9	Use of church for village events – see point 3.8.

4.	UPDATE SINCE LAST MEETING 
4.1	Paint balling in the area continues.  The land owner has been permission by WDDC.  It appears to be for approximately 6-7 weekends per year.  If this rate of activity remains then the impact on residents does not appear to be too great, particularly if the traffic uses the top road, rather than drive quickly through Lower Lillington where young children and dogs roam freely.  If however, there is an increase in events then the Parish Council would review.
4.2	Application for development of the Quarry at the top of Gordon’s Lane:  There have been two applications - one from Castle Estates and one from Dorset District Council.  Cllr N Williams canvassed opinion and 60% of the response was negative, the Parish Council duly responded with objections.  The Parish Council awaits a decision.  Response from residents present at the meeting were mixed, some ambivalent, others strongly against. 

5.	MATTERS RAISED BY LEWESTON AND LILLINGTON RESIDENTS TO INCLUDE:
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.1	Flooding in Lower Street and Gordon’s Lane.  It is clear that the road drains need to be kept clear. Everyone was encouraged to keep them clear from debris during their dog walks. The broken pipe at the bottom of the Crutcher’s stream is due to be mended by the Council.  It was noted that the drain cover at the end of Mr Boston’s land by the gate is missing and the hole is sufficiently large that a small child could fall down it.  Cllr N Williams will report to the local authorities.  He described the legalities, as briefed by DCC following more serious flooding in Longburton, of landowners’ responsibilities to permit the free drainage of clean water across their land and the importance of not permitting the holding back (use of screens/clearing blockages) or collection of this water (ponds) without DCC permission.  This year’s winter rainfall had been exceptionally high.

6.  MATTERS OF INTEREST/AOB.  -No matters were raised.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.19 p.m.




